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THIRD  AIMNUAL 


NATIONAL  EXHIBIT 

BY 

BLINO  ARTISTS 

Presented  By 

THE  METRO  POUT  AIM  MUSEUM  OF  ART 

Fifth  Avenue  at  82nd  Street,  New  York  City 
Tuesday,  October  10,  1978  through  Sunday,  November  5,  1978 
Tuesdays,  10  a.m.  to  8:45  p.m. 

Wednesday  through  Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  4:45  p.m. 
Sundays,  11  a.m.  to  4:45  p.m. 


IMEVIL  GALLERY  I  UNIVERSITY  MUSEUM  I  UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

33rd  and  Spruce  Streets,  Philadelphia 
Wednesday,  November  29,  1978  through  Sunday,  April  1,  1979 
Tuesday  through  Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Sundays,  1  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 


LIBRARY  FOR  THE  BLINO  ANO  PHYSICALLY  HANOICAPPEO 
THE  FREE  LIBRARY  OF  PHILAOELPHIA 

919  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia 

Thursday,  November  30,  1978  through  Friday,  March  30,  1979 
Monday  through  Friday,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 


Sponsored  by:  National  Exhibits  by  Blind  Artists,  Inc. 
University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania 
33rd  and  Spruce  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  19104 


This  page  is  reproduced  in  Braille  on  the  preceding  sheet. 
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PHILADELPHIA  ADVISORY  BOARD 

Mrs.  Theodore  C.  Aylward,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Julian  Johnson,  invitation  and  Mailing  Chairman 
Mrs.  Richard  Rollins,  Philadelphia  Reception  Chairman 


Rear  Admiral  Theodore  C.  Aylward 
Mrs.  Louis  D.  Arata,  Jr. 

Mrs.  H.  Dick  Baldwin 

Dr.  Thomas  C.  Cochran 

Mrs.  Edward  M.  Davis 

Mrs.  Carolyn  Dosker 

Mrs.  Robert  D.  Dripps 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  A.  Elliott,  IV 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shepley  Evans 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierre  C.  Fraley 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Innes  Forbes 

Mr.  Richard  W.  Foster 

Mrs.  Robert  Foster 

Mr.  Ronald  Goff 

Mrs.  Nancy  B.  Grace 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Grinnell 

Mr.  Standish  Forde  Hansell 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gaylord  P.  Harnwell 

Miss  Josephine  Henry 

Mrs.  J.  Norman  Henry 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Hodge,  IV 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  B.  Hodge 


Mrs.  Louis  Hood,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  George  Lavino 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fairfax  Leary,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Henry  Lyne 
Mrs.  Edward  S.  Madara 
Mr.  Edward  S.  Madara,  Jr. 

Miss  Virginia  McCall 

President  and  Mrs.  Martin  Myerson 

Mrs.  Ruth  Inch  Moser 

Mrs.  Edward  Sydenham  Page 

Dr.  D.  Sergeant  Pepper 

Mrs.  T.  Sergeant  Pepper 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Pepper 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Rawle 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  H.  Rosengarten 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  G.  Scheie 

Mrs.  Spencer  Silverthorn 

Mr.  Ray  Smyth 

Mr.  Andre  Susanin 

Mr.  Andre" Constant  Vauclain 

Mrs.  Rodman  Wanamaker,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Miller  Watts 


Mrs.  Raymond  Winch 

Committee  to  Aid  the  Blind  —  Junior  League  of  Philadelphia 


NATIONAL  ADVISORY  BOARD 

Mrs.  Norman  B.  Askins,  Southern  Representative,  Atlanta,  Georgia 
Mrs.  A.  Everett  Austin,  Trustee,  Austin  Art  Center,  Hartford,  Connecticut 
Mrs.  Edward  Marshall  Boehm,  Edward  Marshall  Boehm,  Inc.,  Trenton,  New  Jersey 
Mr.  Robert  Friedman,  Assistant  Museum  Educator 
The  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  New  York 
Mr.  David  Katsive,  Assistant  Director  of  Education  and  Development 

Brooklyn  Museum 

Mrs.  John  Logan,  Trustee,  Corcoran  Art  Gallery,  Washington,  D.C. 

Mrs.  Daniel  O'Connor,  Dobbs  Ferry,  New  York 

Mrs.  Muriel  Silberstein-Storfer,  Trustee  Emeritus 
The  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  New  York 
Mr.  Herbert  Scott-Gibson,  Director  of  Community  Programs 
The  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  New  York 

CATALOGUE 
Mrs.  William  J.  East 
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EXECUTIVE  BOARD 
1978-79 


Mrs.  D.  Sergeant  Pepper,  President 

Mr.  Michael  P.  Coyle  Mrs.  William  J.  East 

Mr.  David  Crownover  Mr.  Henry  Mitchell 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
Mr.  Arthur  C.  Kaufmann,  Honorary  Director 


Mrs.  Gladys  Barry,  Blind  Artist 

Mr.  Martin  Biddle,  Director 

University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania 

Dr.  Herbert  Burgart,  President,  Moore  College  of  Art 

Chairman  of  Logo  Contest 

Mr.  Michael  P.  Coyle,  Head 

Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped 

Treasurer 

Mr.  David  Crownover,  President 
Philadelphia  Art  Alliance 

Secretary  and  Policy  Chairman 

Mrs.  William  J.  East 

Public  Relations  and  Catalogue  Chairman 

Dr.  Ted  H.  Katz,  Chief,  Division  of  Education 
Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art 

Chairman,  Panel  of  Judges 

Dr.  Yasha  Lisenco 

Jewish  Guild  for  the  Blind,  New  York 


Mrs.  Edward  S.  Madara,  Jr. 

Women's  Committee,  University  Museum 

Mr.  Edward  S.  Madara,  Honorary  Vice  President 
Volunteer  Services  for  the  Blind 

Mr.  Henry  T.  Mitchell,  Blind  Artist 

Mr.  T.  Sergeant  Pepper 

Gratz,  Tate,  Spiegal,  Ervin,  Ruthrauff 

A  ttorney 

Mr.  Edward  T.  Ruch,  Regional  Consultant 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 

Mr.  Raphael  Sabatini,  Honorary  Vice  President 
Philadelphia  Art  Alliance 

Mrs.  Andre  Susanin,  Past  President 
Junior  League  of  Philadelphia 

Chairman  of  Exhibits 

Mr.  Richard  Torbert,  Administrator,  Girard  Bank 
Trustee,  George  W.  Nevll  Trust 

Mrs.  Sandra  Lee  Viddy,  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia 

Coordinator  for  the  Blind 


SELECTION  AND  AWARDS  PANEL 

Dr.  Ted  H.  Katz,  Chief,  Division  of  Education 
Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art  —  Chairman 

Mrs.  Marion  Allen,  Blind  Judge 
Ms.  Edna  Andrade,  Professor,  Philadelphia  College  of  Art 
Dr.  Herbert  Burgart,  President,  Moore  College  of  Art 
Mrs.  Dolores  Coombs,  Blind  Judge 
Miss  Rita  Drill,  Blind  Judge 
Richard  Rosenfeld,  Director,  Rosenfeld  Gallery 
Ray  Smyth,  Blind  Judge 

Vaughn  Stubbs,  Instructor- Form  and  Art,  Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art 
Ms.  Paula  Turner,  President,  Philadelphia  Craft  Group 


NATIONAL  EXHIBITS  BY  BLIND  ARTISTS,  INC.  HEADQUARTERS 
Mrs.  Howard  S.  Roberts,  III,  Secretary-Coordinator 


3 


BENEFACTORS 

1977-1978 


Rear  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Theodore  C.  Aylward 
Mrs.  Francis  Boyer 
Emergency  Aid  of  Pennsylvania 
The  George  W.  Nevil  Trust 
Pennsylvania  Council  on  the  Arts 
Mrs.  D.  Sergeant  Pepper 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Pepper 
The  Sun  Company 

PATRONS 


Mrs.  James  G.  Campbell 

Mrs.  Edward  C.  Cassard 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  B.  Chase 

Mrs.  Edward  M.  Davis 

Free  Library  of  Philadelphia  Corporation 

Girard  Trust  Foundation 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Grinnell 

Mrs.  Edward  T.  Harrison 

Mrs.  J.  Norman  Henry 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Hodge,  IV 

Mrs.  Julian  Johnson 

Junior  League  of  Philadelphia 


Junior  League  of  Philadelphia  — 

Committee  to  Aid  the  Blind 
(Willow  Grove  Lions  Club  Walk-a-thon) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  C.  Kaufmann 

Lions  Club  of  Mt.  Airy-Chestnut  Hill 

Mrs.  Albert  C.  McCoy 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  S.  Madara 

Montgomery  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dudley  W.  Morgan 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  G.  Scheie 

The  Seeing  Eye,  Inc. 

Mrs.  James  M.  R.  Sinkler 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Watts 


SPONSORS 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Apple 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  C.  Cochran 
Mrs.  F.  Woodbridge  Constant 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Ward  Hinkson 
Mrs.  Louis  Hood 
Mrs.  John  Y.  Huber,  Jr. 

Mrs.  H.  Lea  Hudson 
Lady  Lions  of  San  Pedro 
Mrs.  E.  George  Lavino 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fairfax  Leary,  Jr. 


Miss  Virginia  A.  McCall 

Mrs.  Kendrick  Muckle 

Mrs.  George  T.  Pew 

Provincial  Foundation 

Mrs.  Richard  Rollins 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  W.  Stambaugh 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andre^^G.  Susanin 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Wier,  III 

Mrs.  Fred  Wolf,  Jr. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  C.  Wood 


The  production  of  this  catalogue,  and  the  reception  following  the 
New  York  opening  of  the  1978  National  Exhibit  by  Blind  Artists,  are 
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TO  MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE 


Since  1970  the  Nevil  Trust  has  been  dedicated  to  a  simple  proposition:  that  sharp  focus  of  limited 
philanthropic  funds  should  make  a  difference. 

Starting  with  certain  legal  restrictions  (benefiting  the  deaf  and  blind  of  Southeastern  Pennsylvania) 
the  Trust  limited  itself  to  projects  aimed  at  creating  permanent  change  in  the  lot  of  the  handi¬ 
capped.  Assessment  of  needs  led  the  Trust  to  pursue  specific  goals  for  its  beneficiaries.  One  of  these 
was  the  broadening  of  cultural  experience  wherever  feasible  to  levels  attained  by  persons  without 
disabilities. 

Availability  was  a  central  question.  If  television  cannot  be  viewed,  is  radio  doing  all  it  can  for  the 
blind?  If  painting  cannot  be  seen,  is  sculpture  to  be  similarly  excluded?  If  the  written  word  cannot 
be  read  with  the  eyes,  what  about  substitution  of  the  ears  and  fingers? 

Answers  to  some  of  such  questions  have  long  been  accepted.  Government  has  made  an  extraordinary 
effort  to  create  nationwide  access  to  libraries.  The  Nevil  Trust  relationship  to  the  Library  for  the 
Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped  has  therefore  been  limited  to  that  of  fruitful  partnership. 

But  other  cultural  fields  have  not  been  so  well  served  by  the  public  sector  or  by  any  other  resource. 
The  Trust  has  accordingly  funded  for  the  blind  a  radio  network  (Radio  Information  Center  for  the 
Blind),  and  art  gallery  (Nevil  Gallery  at  the  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania)  and  a 
sculpture  program  (at  Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art).  In  this  spirit  the  Trust  supported  development 
of  National  Exhibits  by  Blind  Artists,  Inc. 

One  assumption  of  the  Trust  has  been  that  general  visibility  of  the  handicapped  is  an  integral  part 
of  any  mainstreaming  based  on  understanding.  We  already  know  from  the  examples  of  Milton  and 
Handel  that  blindness  does  not  inhibit  creative  genius.  But  are  we  certain  of  the  horizons  of  expres¬ 
sion  by  the  visually  handicapped?  The  Trust  views  the  National  Exhibits  as  contributing  to  such 
understanding;  as  verification  that  cultural  experience  of  the  blind  is  not  limited  to  words  and  music. 

A  hallmark  of  Twentieth  Century  art  has  been  the  reaching  and  stretching  of  our  Picassos,  Stra¬ 
vinsky  s  and  Eliots.  We  trust  that  the  goals  of  the  National  Exhibits  are  consistent  with  that  trend 
and  in  the  eyes  of  both  blind  and  sighted  the  horizon  of  the  handicapped  has  been  extended. 

Richard  C.  Torbert,  Administrator 
Girard  Bank,  Trustee 
George  W.  Nevil  Trust 
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AWARDS 


Equal  prizes  of  $100  each  are  awarded  for  ten  pieces  selected  by  the  judges  as  being  the  best 
in  the  1978  National  Exhibit  by  Blind  Artists.  One  of  the  ten  is  chosen  by  a  blind  panel,  and 
is  designated  the  George  W.  Nevil  Award.  The  winners  are: 

“Melissa,”  by  Gladys  Barry,  Lansdowne,  Pennsylvania 
“Sonya,”  by  Dorothy  Digirolamo,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
“Kleemer,”  by  Eugene  Johnson,  New  York,  New  York 

"Checkering  It  Out,”  by  Temitch  Estavanico  Mitchell,  Rosemont,  Pennsylvania 

"The  Story  of  Little  Women,”  by  Ruth  I.  Moser,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Tilt-top  Tea  Table,  by  Frederick  Noesner,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
(George  W.  Nevil  Award) 

“Mental  Illness,”  by  Charlotte  Singer,  Brooklyn,  New  York 
“Leap  Frog,”  by  Lucille  Spiro-Smith,  New  York,  New  York 

“Two  Rhinoceroses,  Each  Other's  Shadows,"  by  Vasile  Snacoveanu,  New  York,  New  York 
“DeMenll  House"  Rug,  by  Penelope  Strousser,  St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Award  winners  are  listed  in  Braille  in  the  back  of  the  catalogue. 


Pieces  selected  for  the  1978  National  Exhibit  by  Blind  Artists  were  initially  chosen  from 
slides  submitted  by  legally  blind  artists,  without  identification  as  to  name,  location  or 
degree  of  blindness.  From  400  entries,  81  works  were  accepted,  and  of  these,  41  designated 
for  the  special  exhibition  at  The  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  New  York  City.  In  all,  58 
artists,  in  the  following  nationwide  distribution,  are  exhibitors: 


New  York  -  26 
Pennsylvania  -  13 
South  Carolina  -  3 
Missouri  -  2 
Massachusetts  -  2 
New  Jersey  -  1 


Ohio  -  1 
Louisiana  -  1 
Connecticut  -  1 
Colorado  -  ’l 
Michigan  -  1 


New  Mexico  -  1 
Texas  -  1 
Mississippi  -  1 
Illinois  -  1 
Maryland  -  1 
West  Virginia  -  1 


National  Exhibits  by  Blind  Artists,  Inc.  is  a  non-profit  enterprise  designed  to  bring 
recognition  and  a  possible  means  of  livelihood  to  legally  blind  artists.  This  is  accomplished 
by  mounting  an  annual,  juried  exhibition  of  fine  art  and  crafts  by  the  legally  blind  from 
across  the  country  in  a  museum  or  gallery  setting,  and  then  sending  this  exhibit,  or  portions 
thereof,  on  nationwide  tour.  Through  this  exhibition,  the  artistic  ability  of  the  blind  is 
demonstrated  to  the  sighted  and  non-sighted  public,  and  the  economic  potential  of  their 
work  is  evidenced  through  sales. 

In  1975,  an  exhibition  of  sculpture  by  local,  legally  blind  artists  was  held  at  the  Library 
for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Philadelphia,  at  the  request  of  the  artists,  and 
under  the  guidance  of  Library  Head  Michael  P.  Coyle.  The  success  of  that  show  led  to 
a  much  broader  venture  -  a  bicentennial  year  exhibition  which  invited  entries  from  the 
legally  blind  throughout  the  country,  and  which  allowed  Philadelphia  area  artists  to  make 
contact  with  their  peers  nationwide. 

The  first  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind  opened  in  the  summer  of  1976  -  one  half 
in  the  Nevil  Gallery  for  the  Blind  and  Sighted,  University  Museum,  University  of 
Pennsylvania;  the  other  at  the  Library  for  the  Blind.  Mr.  Coyle  was  joined  in  his  efforts  by 
Volunteer  Chairman  Mrs.  D.  Sergeant  Pepper,  originator  of  the  Lions  Gallery  for  the  Senses, 
Wadsworth  Atheneum,  Hartford,  Conn.;  and  by  David  Crownover,  then  executive  secretary 
of  the  University  Museum.  Nearly  60,000  people  visited  the  show,  which  was  highly  ac¬ 
claimed  by  art  critics  and  the  public  alike. 

Further  permanence  was  given  the  project  in  1977  when  the  University  Museum  generously 
donated  office  space  to  the  organization,  and  the  Volunteer  Services  for  the  Blind,  funded 
by  the  Nevil  Trust  Foundation,  provided  a  storage  facility  in  the  Nevil  Building.  In  1978, 
the  project  was  incorporated  as  a  non-profit  organization  under  the  name  “National  Exhibits 
by  Blind  Artists,  Inc."  Mrs.  D.  Sergeant  Pepper  was  elected  president  of  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

Success  and  popularity  well  established,  the  1977,  or  second  annual  exhibit,  was  the  first 
to  go  on  tour.  At  the  invitation  of  the  Blind  Works  Association,  it  was  displayed  in 
Binghamton,  New  York.  Early  in  1978,  it  travelled  to  the  Wadsworth  Atheneum,  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  then  was  returned  to  Philadelphia.  Meanwhile,  an  exciting  new  show  was  being 
organized. 

An  invitation  to  open  the  1978  exhibit  in  the  Community  Programs  Gallery  at  The  Metro¬ 
politan  Museum  of  Art,  New  York  City,  infused  both  artists  and  NEBA  staff  alike  with 
new  enthusiasm.  Out  of  400  entries  from  around  the  country,  81  pieces  have  been  selected 
for  the  third  annual  show  -  and  41  of  these  are  designated  for  the  special  exhibition  at  the 
Metropolitan.  The  Metropolitan  exhibit  is  open  for  a  month,  beginning  October  10,  and 
then  returns  to  Philadelphia  where  the  full  exhibit  is  again  divided  and  mounted  at  the 
University  Museum  and  at  the  Library  for  the  Blind,  for  a  total  of  four  months,  rotating 
midway. 

Validity  of  art  by  the  blind  is  well  established.  The  dual  purpose  of  the  organization's  stated 
goal  has  been  accomplished  through  the  success  of  its  exhibits,  and  through  the  many  sales 
which  have  resulted  from  this  exposure.  Thus  far,  private  funding  has  provided  the  economic 
base  for  the  project,  and  volunteers  have  met  most  of  the  organizational  needs.  However, 
growth  has  come  quickly,  and  more  help  is  urgently  needed.  Major  funding,  and  a  permanent 
staff  are  a  necessity  if  NEBA  is  to  continue.  Please  help  -  your  dollars,  your  hours,  your 
ideas  and  talents  will  determine  the  future  for  this  unique  project. 


ABOUT  ART 


. a  few  words  on  creativity,  as  expressed  by  the  artists. 

“\  thoroughly  enjoy  creating,  using  my  hands  and  my  mind  to  form  a  piece  of  beauty." 

Benjamin  Apicello,  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  New  York 

"I  become  so  completely  involved  with  the  stone  that  its  development  is  all  that  is  important 
at  the  time." 

Edna  Bacon,  Hicksville,  New  York 

"I  was  introduced  to  sculpture  while  in  my  middle  fifties,  and  while  in  the  process  of  losing 
my  sight  ...  I  could  hardly  believe  it  when  I  heard  on  the  radio  an  invitation  for  visually 
impaired  people  to  join  a  sculpture  class  at  the  Main  Line  Center  of  the  Arts,  taught  by 
Laura  Goodman.  Through  her,  a  whole  new  world  was  opened  to  me.  I  experience  my  work 
nearly  24  hours  a  day  -  It  is  seldom  completely  out  of  my  mind." 

Gladys  Barry,  Lansdowne,  Pennsylvania 

"For  me,  it  is  a  chance  to  create  a  small  bit  of  beauty  and  order  in  a  disorderly  world." 

Robert  Brown,  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico 

"The  arts  are  a  vital  form  of  self-expression  for  me.  Through  them  I  gain  a  sense  of  personal 
satisfaction,  as  well  as  the  ability  to  better  communicate  with  other  human  beings.  The 
sense  of  fulfillment  is  achieved  not  only  through  the  finished  work,  but  also  in  the  efforts 
involved  in  the  creation." 

Faye  Burgess,  Orangeburg,  South  Carolina 

"I  try  to  do  something  every  day  -  I  thank  God  that  I  can  make  something  with  my  hands." 

Donald  Charpiot,  St.  Louis,  Missouri 

"It  provides  a  way  of  expressing  what  I  feel  and  visualize  through  a  non-verbal  medium.  It 
is  an  outlet  for  a  whole  other  part  of  my  personality.  It  combines  play  and  reality." 

Norman  Coombs,  Rochester,  New  York 

"Life  was  good.  Then  suddenly,  without  warning,  the  world  started  to  become  dimmer .  . . 
It  seemed  as  though  one  day  I  had  everything,  and  the  next  day  I  died  without  actually 
being  dead.  I  wouldn't  talk  to  anyone  or  see  anyone.  I  was  in  a  depression.  Then  I  was 
persuaded  to  go  to  an  organization  where  I  met  a  volunteer  who  introduced  me  to  the  funda¬ 
mentals  of  sculpturing.  My  contact  with  her  marked  a  turning  point  in  my  state  of  mind  .  . . 
A  new  door  was  opened  to  me  to  replace  the  one  that  must  remain  forever  closed." 

Frieda  Enteen,  Flushing,  New  York 

"I  enjoy  creating  beauty  or  humor  through  the  sense  of  touch.  Even  a  musician  must  touch 
the  instrument  in  certain  ways  in  order  to  produce  the  desired  sound." 

Geraldine  Lawhorn,  Chicago,  Illinois 

"It  means  a  chance  for  me  to  express  my  feelings  visually  to  others  and  to  communicate 
that  seeing  continues  after  blindness.  It  also  gives  me  a  means  to  pursue  a  livelihood  in  the 
art  field." 

Ruth  Moser,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

"It  keeps  me  sane.  Through  it,  far  more  than  any  verbal  communication,  it  allows  me  to 
keep  in  touch  with  my  feelings.  It  Is  what  I  do.  ft  is  who  I  am.  I  have  no  other  real  reason 
for  being  alive." 

Charlotte  Singer,  Brooklyn,  New  York 

"Creative  work  has  always  been  my  secret  luxury." 

Elsie  Valentine,  Drexel  HIM,  Pennsylvania 


Award  Winner 

Gladys  Barry  "Melissa" 

Lansdowne,  Pennsylvania  (paper  mache  over  wire) 
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Award  Winner  “DeMenil  House"  Rug 

Penelope  Strousser  (handwoven  cotton  and  acrylic) 

St  Louis,  Missouri 
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George  W.  Nevil  A  ward  Winner 

Frederick  Noesner 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


Tilt-top  Tea  Table 
(curly  maple) 


Award  Winner 

Lucille  Spiro-Smith 
New  York,  New  York 


"Leap  Frog" 
(bronze  on  marble  base) 
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Award  Winner 

Temitch  Estavanico  Mitchell  "Checkering  It  Out" 

Rosemont,  Pennsylvania  (epoxy  and  bronze,  bronze  patina) 


15 


Award  Winner 

Charlotte  Singer  "Mental  Illness” 

Brooklyn,  New  York  (paper  mache  over  wire) 


Award  Winner 

Dorothy  Digiroiamo  "Sonya" 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  (paint  over  clay  sculpture) 


Award  Winner 

Eugene  L.  Johnson  "Kleemer" 

New  York,  New  York  (paint  over  clay  sculpture) 
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A  ward  Winner 

Ruth  I.  Moser  "The  Story  of  Little  Women" 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  (multi-material  quilt) 


Award  Winner 

Vasile  Snacoveanu 
New  York,  New  York 


"Two  Rhinoceroses,  Each  Other's  Shadows" 

(hand-carved  walnut) 


BEATRICE  ALBERTSON,  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  New  York...  now  90  years  of  age...  did 
graduate  work  at  Pratt  Institute...  weaves,  works  in  clay...  exhibited  1974,  Long  Island 
Jewish  Geriatrics;  1977  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa., 
and  Binghamton,  N.Y....  award  winner,  L.l.  Jewish  Geriatrics...  depends  on  imagination  in 
creating  Rya  rugs;  derives  enjoyment. 

ANTHONY  S.  ALINI,  Huntington  Station,  New  York...  blind  since  age  60,  result  of  dia¬ 
betes...  no  formal  art  training...  creates  art  solely  by  touch...  interest  evolved  from  a  "need 
to  find  an  outlet  to  occupy  my  spare  time." 

BENJAMIN  CARMINE  APICELLO,*  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  New  York...  now  84  years,  blind 
since  13...  learned  piano  turning  as  trade...  worked  for  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind...  art 
studies  with  Rhoda  Franck...  does  weaving,  caning  and  rush...  exhibited  1970,  Brooklyn 
Museum  of  Art;  1974-76,  Long  Island  Jewish  Geriatrics  Center;  Hicksville  Library;  1977, 
Wilkes  Gallery,  Centerport,  Long  Island  Craftsman  Show;  1976  National  Exhibit  of  Art 
by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Library  for  the  Blind 
and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa....  1st  place,  L.l.  Craftsman  Show...  work  in  private 
collections...  uses  mallet,  chisel,  rasps  -  and  lots  of  hard  work. 

EDNA  BACON,*  Hicksville,  New  York...  graduate  of  New  York  Insurance  Academy, 
liscensed  broker...  works  in  clay  sculpture,  hooking,  knitting,  crocheting,  pottery  and 
basketry...  exhibited  Brooklyn  Museum  Touch  and  See  exhibit;  1976  National  Exhibit  of 
Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Library  for  the 
Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa....  works  through  touch  -  follows  the  mood  of 
the  stone  with  file  and  chisel. 

GLADYS  BARRY,*  Lansdowne,  Pennsylvania...  art  study  started,  after  most  of  sight  loss, 
at  Main  Line  Center  of  the  Arts  and  Phila.  Museum  of  Art,  classes  for  visuallyimpaired... 
exhibited  in  Fidelity  Reciprocal  Show;  Phila.  Museum  of  Art;  1976  and  1977  National 
Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library 
for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.  and  Binghamton,  N.Y....  Main  Line 
Center  of  the  Arts,  Haverford,  Pa.;  Art  Center,  Queen  Anne,  Md.;  Bucks  County  Com¬ 
munity  College;  Episcopal  Academy,  Phila.,  Pa.;  Philadelphia  Bicentennial  Parkway  Exhibit, 
1976...  awards  -  1964,  Fidelity  Regional  Show,  second;  1966,  Art  and  Color  Center,  Phila., 
hon.  men.;  1968,  Fidelity  Regional,  first;  1969,  Drexel  Hill  Gallery,  third;  1970,  Fidelity 
Regional,  first;  1976  National  Exhibit  by  Blind  Artists,  third...  work  in  permanent  col¬ 
lections  in  Barnett  Ayden  Foundation,  Washington,  D.C.;  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Phys¬ 
ically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.;  sculpture  presented  to  Mrs.  Richard  M.  Nixon  while  first 
lady...  techniques  vary  with  different  media;  idea  clear  at  start,  but  may  change  during 
creative  process. 

KATHE  BOHONOVSKY,  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  New  York...  blind  for  20  years...  no  formal 
art  training...  also  weaves,  works  in  clay...  finds  stone  carving  an  outlet  for  satisfying  an 
emotional  need. 


ROBERT  A.  BROWN,  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico...  B.S.,  Aerospace  Engineering;  private  art 
lessons,  emphasis  on  sculpture...  works  also  with  yarn,  making  baskets  and  wall  hangings... 
exhibited  in  1977  National  Exhibit  by  Blind  Artists,  University  Museum,  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa....  technique  - 
much  the  same  as  any  sculptor,  but  with  a  greater  reliance  on  touch. 

FAYE  BURGESS,*  Orangeburg,  South  Carolina...  Bachelor  of  Music,  Furman  University, 
Greenville,  S.C.;  working  toward  Masters  in  Church  Music,  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.;  art  training  in  Visual  Arts  Program,  S.C.  Commission  for  the 
Blind...  also  does  rug  hooking...  uses  as  many  senses  as  possible  to  develop  a  vivid  mental 
image;  then  attempts  to  reproduce  that  image  in  a  form  that  can  be  communicated  to 
others,  whether  through  visual  art  or  musical  composition. 

JOSEPH  BYRD,  Charleston,  South  Carolina...  self-taught  musician...  art  training  In  Visual 
Arts  program  at  S.C.  Commission  for  the  Blind...  uses  imagination  and  background  music... 
expresses  self  in  calligraphy...  finds  happiness  in  creative  work,  his  own  and  other  people's. 

JAMES  CALVACCA,*  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  New  York...  totally  blind  since  birth...  art 
training  with  Rhoda  Franck  at  Burrwood  Day  Center...  also  sang  professionally  on  the 
radio...  exhibited  in  1977,  Wilkes  Gallery...  work  is  In  private  collections...  finds  that  art 
makes  life  meaningful. 

DONALD  LOUIS  CHARPIOT,*  St.  Louis,  Missouri...  received  training  at  Bureau  for  the 
Blind,  1952;  B.A.  in  Music  and  Art,  St.  Louis  College,  1957...  does  weaving,  wood  carving, 
metal  work,  ceramics...  taught  arts  and  crafts,  Missouri  School  for  the  Blind  for  20  years... 
has  exhibited  at  Carnegie  Museum,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Mint  Museum,  Omaha,  Neb.;  Springfield 
Museum,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Mo.  Art  Museum;  Kansas  City  Art  Museum;  1976  National  Exhibit 
of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the 
Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa....  received  Honorable  Mention,  Kansas  City 
Art  Museum,  1954...  work  included  in  private  collections...  finds  activity  most  worthwhile; 
tries  to  do  something  everyday. 

I  RENNER  CLOUGH,*  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania...  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Political  Science, 
Wayne  State  University...  studied  metal  crafting,  jewelry  at  Henry  Ford  Jr.  College;  sculp¬ 
ture  at  Phila.  Museum  of  Art...  uses  creative  work  as  a  means  of  self-expression. 

JOSEPH  COHEN,  Brooklyn,  New  York...  studied  at  Education  Alliance,  New  School, 
Jewish  Guild  and  Light  House...  exhibited  at  the  Audobon  Artists,  Inc.;  Education  Alli¬ 
ance,  Light  House  and  Jewish  Guild;  1977  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University 
Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped, 
Phila.,  Pa.  and  Binghamton,  N.Y....  "creative  work  means  everything." 

MARY  DRAKE  COLES,*  Edgartown,  Massachusetts...  graduated  Smith  College,  B.A.  cum 
laude;  studied  art  in  Paris,  1926-30;  lost  all  sight  at  age  46...  also  creates  jewelry...  exhibited 
in  Paris,  Salon  d'Automne  and  Salon  du  Printemps;  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts, 
Phila.;  National  Gallery,  Washington,  D.C.;  had  work  accepted  by  the  National  Academy  of 
Design  and  The  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  N.Y.C.;  many  one-man  shows,  including  the 
Marquie  Gallery,  N.Y.C.  and  the  Beresford  and  Sculpin  Galleries,  Martha's  Vineyard,  Mass.; 
lived  two  years  and  exhibited,  Port-au-Prince,  Haiti;  also  exhibited  at  Vassar  College,  Brown 
University  and  Smith  College,  and  Green  Mountain  Gallery,  Vt.;  1976  National  Exhibit  of 
Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind 
and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa....  work  included  in  many  collections,  including 
permanent  collection  at  Library  for  the  Blind,  Phila.,  Pa....  in  doing  water  colors,  uses 
crapod  foundation;  does  line  drawings  with  magic  marker. 


NORMAN  R.  COOMBS,*  Rochester,  New  York...  received  B.S.  from  University  of  Wis¬ 
consin;  M.S.  and  Ph.D.  in  History,  University  of  Wisconsin;  Fulbright,  University  of  London, 
and  Study  Grant  from  the  National  Endowment...  employed  as  a  history  professor...  ex¬ 
hibited  in  1976  and  1977  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa. 
and  Binghamton,  N.Y.;  Corn  Hill  Art  Festival,  1977;  Rochester  Savings  Bank  and  Alofus 
Workshop,  1978...  award  winner,  1976  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind. 


MARTHA  B.  COWDEN,*  Dayton,  Ohio...  attended  Western  College  for  Women;  Arrow- 
mont  School  of  Crafts;  Sinclair  Community  College...  also  does  weaving,  knotting,  spinning, 
basketry  and  sculpture...  exhibited  University  of  Dayton  (one  woman  show);  "Fibers  and 
Friends,"  Craft  Coop,  1978;  Sinclair  Community  College  Student  Art  Show,  1978;  1977 
National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.  and  Wadsworth  Atheneum, 
Hartford,  Conn....  honorable  mentions  in  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind  and  Sinclair 
College  shows...  combines  fiber  and  texture;  combines  colors,  sorted  and  identified  with 
Braille  tags;  uses  natural,  hand-spun  fibers,  such  as  wool,  cotton,  jute,  and  other  materials - 
clay,  feathers,  beads...  finds  pleasure  in  personal  fulfillment,  association  with  other  crafts- 
persons,  and  the  stimulation  of  learning  new  techniques. 


JOANN  C.  DE  PRIEST,*  Columbia,  South  Carolina...  earned  B.A.  in  Sociology,  Columbia 
College;  M.Ed.  in  Rehabilitation  Counseling,  University  of  South  Carolina;  studied  in  Visual 
Arts  Program,  S.C.  Commission  for  the  Blind...  also  does  ceramics,  crocheting,  knitting, 
macrame,  weaving  and  jewelry...  employed  in  Staff  Development  and  Training  Division 
of  the  S.C.  Department  of  Social  services...  exhibited  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind, 
University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically 
Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.,  1976  and  1977;  South  Carolina  State  Fair,  1976;  Handshake 
Gallery,  Atlanta  Georgia,  1977-78...  finds  that  creative  work  helps  develop  accuracy  in 
mental  imagry,  and  increases  awareness  of  details  in  the  environment. 


CYNTHIA  S.  DICKINSON,  Houston,  Texas...  graduated  University  of  Houston,  Magna  Cum 
Laude,  B.A.  in  German;  arts  and  crafts  classes,  junior  and  senior  high;  lapidary  class,  con¬ 
tinuing  education...  also  does  ceramics...  employed  as  International  Information  Reception¬ 
ist,  Houston  Intercontinental  Airport...  exhibiting  at  University  of  Houston  Gallery...  finds 
art  a  challenging  and  pleasant  pastime. 


DOROTHY  R.  DIGIROLAMO,*  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania...  several  years  art  training  after 
finishing  high  school...  also  knits...  piece  was  modeled  directly  from  guide  dog's  head  in 
self-hardening  clay,  using  hands  and  a  few  tools...  finds  tremendous  satisfaction  in  work. 


JOSEPH  J.  Dl  SPIRITO,*  Huntington  Station,  New  York...  received  art  training  from 
Rhoda  Franck,  Burrwood  Day  Center...  uses  creative  work  to  keep  functioning,  keep 
occupied,  and  "I  like  the  end  result." 


SYLVIA  DUEL,  Brooklyn,  New  York...  self-taught...  also  works  in  pottery,  ceramic  tiles, 
leather  and  sewing...  creative  work  has  been  a  means  of  overcoming  a  handicap  in  a  positive 
manner...  a  reason  to  go  on  in  life. 


FRIEDA  ENTEEN,*  Flushing,  New  York...  earned  a  B.S.,  New  York  University;  continued 
education  at  Brooklyn  College  for  R.N....  one  woman  shows,  1970  and  1971,  Summa 
Gallery,  Brooklyn,  N.Y....  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa., 
1976;  Newport  Library  Gallery,  Newport,  N.H.,  1977...  fourth  place  in  1976  National 
Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind...  work  included  in  private  collections...  has  found  in  art  another 
reason  for  making  life  worthwhile. 

FRANCES  J.  FINANE,  Clinton,  Mississippi...  attended  college,  studied  Medical  Laboratory 
Technology;  art  classes  at  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design;  All  Saints  College,  Vicksburg, 
Miss.;  Mississippi  College,  Clinton,  Miss....  also  sketches,  paints  and  sews...  exhibited  in  1977 
National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.;  Mississippi  College  Home¬ 
coming,  1974  and  1978...  mixes  own  clay  and  glazes,  using  own  formulae...  has  an  "over- 
active"  imagination,  which  can  be  worked  out  in  clay. 

JOSEPH  N.  FRANCE,  Jamaica,  New  York...  engages  in  fashion  design...  is  also  a  singer... 
exhibited  1978,  National  Academy  of  Design...  derives  personal  satisfaction  from  the 
knowledge  that  being  handicapped  doesn't  prevent  one's  creative  ability. 

ABRAHAM  FRIEDMAN,*  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania...  received  art  training  from  the 
Main  Line  Center  of  the  Arts,  Haverford...  works  also  in  ceramics...  has  piece  in  collection 
at  the  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa....  finds  that  sculpting 
has  made  it  possible  to  enjoy  life  to  the  fullest. 

PEG  T.  GALLAGHER,  Newtown  Square,  Pennsylvania...  attends  Main  Line  Center  of  the 
Arts,  Haverford,  Pa....  sings  in  church  choir;  interested  in  horticulture...  feels  that  art  is 
therapy;  is  creative;  is  an  outlet  and  produces  pride  when  work  is  appreciated. 

SIRA  GAVIN,  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  New  York...  receives  art  training  at  Burrwood  Day 
Center,  under  Rhoda  Franck...  also  engages  in  clay,  basketry  and  weaving...  exhibited  1970, 
Brooklyn  Museum;  1974,  1975  Long  Island  Jewish  Geriatrics;  1977,  Wilkes  Gallery...  work 
is  included  in  private  collections...  has  proved  that  one  does  not  need  to  be  sighted  to 
create  an  object  of  beauty. 

EDYTH  GELMAN,  Flushing,  New  York...  totally  blind  for  37  years...  also  does  needle¬ 
point...  exhibited  1977,  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa. 
and  Wadsworth  Atheneum,  Hartford,  Conn....  award  winner  in  1977  National  Exhibit  of 
Art  by  the  Blind...  enjoys  simply  taking  a  piece  of  clay  and  creating  something  from 
imagination. 

DAN  J.  GIROUARD,*  Broussard,  Louisiana...  received  B.F.A.,  Memphis  Academy  of  Arts, 
Memphis,  Tenn.;  studied  at  John  McReady  School  of  Art,  New  Orleans,  La.;  U.S.L., 
Lafayette,  La.;  Valencia  Community  College,  Orlando,  Fla.  and  Three  Fold  Studio, 
Broussard,  La....  also  weaves  and  paints...  exhibited  Piedmont  Museum  of  Art,  1972;  Art 
Directors  Show,  New  York,  1973;  Pine  Castle  Center  of  the  Arts,  Orlando,  Fla.,  1974; 
Valencia  Community  College,  1976;  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University 
Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped, 
Phila.,  Pa.,  1976  and  1977;  Wadsworth  Atheneum,  Hartford,  Conn.,  1978...  took  first 
places  at  Pine  Castle  Center  of  the  Arts  and  the  Art  Director's  Competition.’.,  finds  creative 
work  highly  controversial,  opinionated  and  challenging...  "I  like  having  society  form  its 
opinions  of  my  work." 


BARRY  C.  GRAY,  Broomall,  Pennsylvania...  earned  B.A.  in  Art,  Union  College;  M.A.  in 
Educational  Psychology,  University  of  Pittsburgh;  Ph.D.  candidate  in  Educational  Psy¬ 
chology;  Member,  National  Honor  Society  during  graduate  school  and  after  sight  loss... 
also  painted  until  sight  loss...  exhibited  with  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  1977-78 
on  tour...  finds  that  sculpture  exercises  both  mind  and  hands;  also  produces  pleasure  as  a 
means  of  giving  gifts  to  friends. 

JULIA  HUBNER,  Flushing,  New  York...  received  training  and  exhibited  at  the  Jewish  Guild 
for  the  Blind...  also  knits,  sews,  hooks  rugs,  works  with  crewel,  clay  and  flower  making... 
exhibited  1977,  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa....  finds  that 
creative  work  brings  freedom  from  boredom. 

EUGENE  L.  JOHNSON,  New  York,  New  York...  acquired  knowledge  of  working  with 
clay  at  Jewish  Guild  for  the  Blind,  and  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind...  exhibited  1976,  National 
Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library 
for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.;  1978,  National  Academy  of  Design, 
N.Y.C.  and  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind...  finds  that  creative  work  provides  an  occupation  as 
well  as  the  pleasure  of  creating  ideas. 

ANN  KUPPERBERG,*  Brooklyn,  New  York...  self  taught  In  art  skills...  also  works  in  paint, 
ceramics,  tile  and  sculpting...  exhibited  In  1976  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind, 
University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically 
Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa....  creates  because  —  "I  enjoy  it.” 

GERALDINE  LAWHORN,  Chicago,  Illinois...  totally  deaf,  as  well  as  blind...  degree  from 
John  Marshall  High  School,  Chicago;  received  grant  to  study  public  speaking,  dramatic 
acting,  creative  writing  and  piano  from  Chicago  Conservatory  of  Music;  then  studied  drama 
and  music  at  Brown  Adams  Professional  Actors  studio.  New  York;  studied  ceramics  at 
New  York  Lighthouse  and  ballet  at  Helen  Keller  Center  for  Deaf-Blind...  engages  in  needle¬ 
work,  dramatic  acting,  piano  playing  and  poetry...  employed  by  Hadley  School  for  the 
Blind  as  instructor  of  special  studies  for  deaf-blind  persons,  verse  instructor,  and  public 
relations  speaker...  member.  Advisory  Board  for  Services  for  Deaf-Blind  Persons,  State  of 
Illinois...  exhibited  New  York  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind;  1977  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by 
the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and 
Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.  and  Binghamton,  N.Y....  award  winner  in  1977  National 
Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  and  in  Binghamton,  N.Y....  finds  that  creative  work  is  relaxing; 
a  way  of  thinking  out  problems  and  releasing  tensions.  "Beauty  can  be  enjoyed  through 
the  sense  of  touch  -  even  as  a  musician  must  touch  an  instrument  to  produce  sound.” 

DON  C.  LORAH,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania...  studied  art  at  the  Main  Line  Center  of  the 
Arts,  Haverford,  Pa.  and  the  Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art...  also  works  in  pottery...  exhibited 
in  the  1976  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  and  at  the  Walnut 
Street  Theater,  Phila.,  Pa....  derives  great  pleasure  from  creative  work. 

MERRILL  A.  MAYNARD,  Taunton,  Massachusetts...  graduate  of  Perkins  School  for  the 
Blind  High  School;  took  courses  at  Harvard  University,  Taunton  Vocational  Trade  Schools 
and  First  World  Research  Center  for  the  Blind,  Caguas,  Puerto  Rico...  writes  poetry;  has 
many  community  activities,  including  positions' with  Bay  State  Council  for  the  Blind, 
Talking  Information  Center,  Maynard  Listening  Library,  Mass.  Radio  Reading  Service,  Inc., 
American  Council  of  the  Blind,  "Maynard  Forum,"  and  several  Taunton  organizations... 


has  published  “My  Cup  Runneth  Over,"  a  book  of  poems  and  pictures...  exhibited  in  one- 
man  show,  Taunton  Art  Association;  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind;  Seeing  Eye,  Inc.;  Hadley 
School  for  the  Blind,  Chicago,  III.;  Xavier  Society  for  the  Blind,  N.Y.C.  and  National  Exhibit 
of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Library  for  the 
Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.,  1976...  work  included  in  collection  at  First 
Museum  of  Science  and  Art  by  the  Blind,  Puerto  Rico...  finds  art  to  be  a  source  of  verifica¬ 
tion  of  visual  description. 

RAUL  MESA,*  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey...  trained  at  New  York  Lighthouse;  has  learned 
knitting,  needlecraft,  hand  and  machine  sewing  and  basic  leather  craft...  does  caning  and 
basket  weaving...  works  as  piano  technician  and  tuner...  exhibited  1977,  National  Exhibit 
of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the 
Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.;  1978,  the  Lighthouse,  N.Y.C. ...  award  winner 
in  1977  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind. 

RON  F.  METZ,  Mountain  Lake  Park,  Maryland...  learned  basic  drawing  and  commercial 
art  in  Art  Instruction  Schools...  also  draws  and  sculpts...  exhibits  and  sells  at  Appalachian 
Shop,  McHenry,  Maryland...  finds  that  creative  work  means  different  things  at  different 
times,  but  is  always  a  feeling  of  excitement,  followed  by  just  about  every  other  feeling. 

TEMITCH  ESTAVANICO  MITCHELL*  (Henry  Mitchell),  Rosemont,  Pennsylvania...  earned 
B.F.A.  from  Tyler  School  of  Art;  graduate  work  in  sculpture  from  Tyler;  work  in  graphics. 
University  of  Pennsylvania  Graduate  School  of  Fine  Arts;  drawing,  Samuel  Fleischer 
Memorial  School  of  Art.,  taught  at  Dunwoody,  Newtown  Square  and  Rosemont  School, 
Rosemont,  Pa....  also  enjoys  etching,  woodcuts,  wood  and  stone  carving,  ceramics  and 
creative  writing;  is  developing  tactile  method  of  illustrating  children's  books...  exhibited  in 
one-man  and  group  shows,  including  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped, 
Western  Savings  Fund  Society  Bank,  Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art,  Cabrini  College,  and  the 
Art  Jazz  Show,  all  in  Phila.,  Pa.;  Pendle  Hill,  Wallingford,  Pa.;  the  Unitarian  Church,  Devon, 
Pa.;  and  Boscov's  East,  Reading,  Pa.;the  1976  and  1977  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind, 
University  Museum  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Phys¬ 
ically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.  and  Binghamton,  N.Y....  winner  of  several  awards,  including 
two  prizes  In  1976  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind...  has  pieces  in  collections  at 
Phila.  Museum  of  Art  and  Library  for  the  Blind,  Phila.,  Pa....  finds  creative  work  “the  most 
fulfilling  work  in  life  I  have  ever  begun." 

RUTH  INCH  MOSER,*  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania...  has  studied  sculpture  and  ceramics  at 
the  Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art  and  Main  Line  Center  of  the  Arts,  Haverford,  Pa....  works  in 
quilting,  sculpturing,  pottery,  chair  caning,  weaving  and  wall  hangings...  also  works  in  fund¬ 
raising  and  community  town-watch  program...  exhibited  at  the  Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art; 
the  1977  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.  and 
Wadsworth  Atheneum,  Hartford,  Conn....  winner  of  two  awards  in  the  National  Exhibit  of 
Art  by  the  Blind...  finds  that  work  allows  expression  of  feelings  visually  to  others,  and  is  a 
means  of  pursuing  a  livelihood  in  the  art  field. 

FREDERICK  W.  NOESNER,*  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania...  earned  B.A.  in  History,  Upsala 
College;  credits  toward  M.A.,  Vocational  Rehabilitation,  Seton  Hall  University...  also 
engages  In  wood  carving,  and  renovation  of  old  houses...  works  as  administrator  of  Optacon 
Training  Program,  Volunteer  Services  for  the  Blind,  Phila.,  Pa....  works  for  the  purpose  of 
enjoyment. 


ELVA  PAGAN,*  Bronx,  New  York...  after  high  school,  completed  two  years  Drake  Business 
School...  also  does  leatherwork,  knitting...  works  as  a  typist...  finds  it  exciting  to  create,  not 
just  make  something  -  "seeing  what  happens  when  you  take  a  piece  of  clay  and  something 
evolves  is  exciting." 

ANNA  L.  PITCHERSKY,*  Huntington,  New  York...  high  school  degree  from  New  York 
Institute  for  the  Blind;  training  in  stone  work  from  Rhoda  Franck...  works  also  in  weaving, 
clay,  soft  yarn  sculpture...  works  as  housekeeper...  exhibited  Brooklyn  Museum  of  Art, 
1970;  Long  Island  Jewish  Geriatric  Center,  two  years;  Hicksville  Library,  two  years;  Wilkes 
Gallery,  Centerpoint,  1977...  won  awards  at  Long  Island  Jewish  Geriatrics  and  Long  Island 
Crafts  Exhibit...  finds  it  most  satisfying  to  create  work  which  is  not  only  pleasing  to  self, 
but  to  others  as  well. 

ELAINE  PLATT,  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  New  York...  enjoys  hooking  rugs,  weaving,  embroid¬ 
ery...  is  a  housewife,  raises  birds  as  hobby...  exhibited  work  at  Brooklyn  Museum  and  Long 
Island  Jewish  Geriatric  Center...  has  received  awards  in  individual  exhibits. 


VICTOR  ROMANO,  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  New  York...  completed  college,  had  a  ceramic 
studio,  took  formal  stone  training  with  Rhoda  Franck,  Burrwood  Day  Center...  works  also 
in  clay,  weaving,  basketry...  has  work  included  in  private  collections...  uses  art  to  fulfill  a 
need  to  create  -  to  fill  a  void  after  being  a  very  productive  person. 

RHODA  RYAN,*  Bronx,  New  York...  learned  ceramics  at  the  Jewish  Guild  for  the  Blind, 
after  loss  of  vision...  also  sews  and  does  tile  work...  exhibited  in  Jewish  Guild  for  the  Blind, 
1978  Crafts  Exhibit...  derives  a  good  feeling  from  doing  things  without  sight  that  were 
never  considered  as  a  possibility  with  sight. 

GLADYS  SALTER,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania...  studied  vocational  art  at  Gratz  High 
School,  Phila.,  Pa.;  sculpture  classes  at  Main  Line  Center  of  the  Arts,  Haverford,  Pa....  does 
paper  and  fabric  work  at  the  Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art...  exhibited  National  Exhibit 
of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the 
Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.,  1976;  Main  Line  Center  of  the  Arts,  1977... 
has  work  in  collections  at  the  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped  and  the 
Logan  School,  Phila.,  Pa....  finds  art  an  expressive  outlet,  a  means  of  self-satisfaction  and 
accomplishment. 

ROMAINE  M.  SAMWORTH,  Malvern,  Pennsylvania.. .studied  sculpture  at  the  Main  Line 
Center  of  the  Arts,  Haverford,  Pa.,  under  Laura  Goodman...  also  works  with  ceramics  and 
crocheting...  is  engaged  as  homemaker...  sees  art  as  a  fulfillment  of  a  creative  desire  -  as  a 
way  of  creating  pleasure  for  self  and  others  -  as  a  way  for  the  blind  to  see  pictures,  through 
sculpture. 

CHARLOTTE  SINGER,*  Brooklyn,  New  York...  initially  self-taught,  through  books  and  by 
"doing";  now  majoring  in  Art  and  Psychology  at  Long  Island  University;  studied  some 
drawing  and  painting  at  school  of  visual  arts...  also  works  with  collage,  string  art,  crocheting, 
knitting,  weaving  and  mosaics...  wants  career  in  fine  art;  will  pursue  art  therapy  or  education 
for  support...  exhibited  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.; 
1976;  Brooklyn  Museum,  1978...  finds  that  art,  more  than  any  other  verbal  communication, 
keeps  self  in  touch  with  feelings.  It  is  the  real  reason  for  being  alive. 


CARLISS  SMITH,*  New  York,  New  York...  art  training  from  Jewish  Guild  for  the  Blind 
and  Edith  Kramer...  exhibited  at  Jewish  Guild  for  the  Blind  and  Columbia  University; 
National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.,  1976...  has  work  in  private 
collections...  employed  at  Creedemore  State  Institution,  N.Y.,  as  a  therapeutic  aid  working 
with  post  adolescents  in  a  stress  reduction  program...  since  childhood,  has  used  sculpture  as 
a  means  of  seeing  the  world. 

VASILE  SNACOVEANU,*  New  York,  New  York...  attended  school  for  the  blind  in 
Romania,  learning  to  make  baskets,  brushes,  brooms...  is  also  a  musician...  works  in  stone 
carving...  exhibited  at  Summit  Hotel,  New  York  City;  Lincoln  Center,  1975;  the  Romanian 
Orthodox  Church;  in  Italy  and  Romania;  the  1977  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind, 
University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically 
Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.,  and  the  Wadsworth  Atheneum,  Hartford,  Conn....  prize  winner. 
National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind...  uses  art  to  emphasize  that  the  blind  can  do  many 
things;  to  emphasize  the  double  meaning  of  touching  for  the  blind. 

LUCILLE  SPIRO-SMITH,*  New  York  City,  New  York...  graduate  of  Barnard  School  for 
Girls;  studied  sculpting  at  Atelier  225  with  Hana  Geber...  has  exhibited  in  many  shows, 
including  1976  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.;  National 
Association  of  Women  Artists,  National  Academy,  1978...  recipient  of  many  awards,  in¬ 
cluding  several  from  National  Association  of  Women  Artists,  Knickerbocker  Artists,  the 
Wolfe  Art  Club,  the  New  York  International  Art  Show  and  the  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by 
the  Blind...  was  participant  in  "Reflections:  Image  of  America,"  an  international  travelling 
show  produced  by  the  U.S.  Information  Agency,  touring  Europe  in  1976...  has  work  in 
private  collections,  and  at  Jewish  Guild  for  the  Blind,  N.Y.  ...  uses  sculpture,  a  tactile 
medium,  as  way  of  pursuing  previous  interest  in  painting. 

MARCIA  REED  SPRINGSTON,  Daniels,  West  Virginia...  earned  B.S.  in  Special  Education, 
University  of  Akron;  attended  Cuyahoga  Valley  Art  Center,  ceramics  and  sculpture;  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Colorado  at  Steamboat  Springs,  pottery  workshop;  John  C.  Campbell  Folk  Art 
School,  pottery  workshop;  graduate  school  in  ceramics  and  sculpture,  Indiana  University, 
Indiana,  Pa....  maintains  pottery  studio  in  own  home;  also  does  basket  weaving,  crocheting, 
knitting...  has  worked  as  rehabilitation  teacher  for  Ohio  Bureau  of  Services  for  the  Blind 
and  guide  for  Hale  Farm  Museum,  Ohio  Historical  Society...  exhibited  in  1977  National 
Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library 
for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.,  in  Binghamton,  New  York,  and  the 
Wadsworth  Atheneum,  Hartford,  Conn....  the  Cuyahoga  Valley  Art  Center,  Ohio;  the 
Graduate  Show,  Indiana,  Pa.,  and  the  Smith  Gallery,  Hudson,  Ohio...  award  winner  in 
member  show,  Cuyahoga  Valley  Art  Center...  finds  that  creative  work  means  the  strength 
and  mastery  of  a  technique,  resulting  in  something  pleasing,  both  spiritually  and  sensually. 

PENELOPE  L.  STROUSSER,*  St.  Louis,  Missouri...  received  four  years  vocational  (arts 
and  crafts)  training  and  academic  work  in  Greece;  attended  college  at  Washington  Uni¬ 
versity,  St.  Louis;  five  years  of  training  in  weaving  by  sighted  weavers...  also  works  in  clay, 
and  writes  poetry...  teaches  weaving  to  gifted  children  and  to  retired  elderly  people... 
exhibited  Midwest  Weavers  Conference,  St.  Louis,  1971;  1977  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by 
the  Blind,  University  Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and 
Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.,  Binghamton,  New  York  and  Wadsworth  Atheneum, 
Hartford,  Conn.;  White  Shrine  of  Jerusalem  Conference,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  1978...  award 
winner  in  1977  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind;  commissioned  to  weave  bicentennial 


year  rug  for  the  International  Historical  DeMenil  House  Mansion,  St.  Louis,  1975;  has 
received  U.S.  patent  for  braille  weaving  process...  DeMenil  rug  pattern  registered,  American 
Revolution  Bicentennial  Administration,  Wash.,  D.C....  finds  in  her  work  an  opportunity  to 
help  her  fellow  travelers  in  darkness  to  a  greater  world. 

DANIEL  P.  TANG,*  Storrs,  Connecticut...  earned  B.A.  In  Math  and  Economics,  Middlebury 
College,  Middlebury,  Vt.;  M.S.  In  Computer  Science,  University  of  Connecticut,  Storrs, 
Conn.;  sculpture  classes  while  at  Middlebury...  plays  accordian  and  other  instruments... 
works  in  computer  Information  system  engineering...  exhibited  in  1974,  Middlebury  Art 
Museum;  1976  and  1977  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila., 
Pa.,  Binghamton,  N.Y.  and  Wadsworth  Atheneum,  Hartford,  Conn....  University  of 
Connecticut,  1976;  Art  Alliance,  Phila.,  Pa.,  1977...  prize  winner  in  1976  National  Exhibit 
of  Art  by  the  Blind...  prefers  to  produce  non-functional  pieces  because  they  stretch  the 
imagination  of  both  the  artist  and  the  audience. 

JOE  TOLVE,*  Port  Chester,  New  York...  studied  weaving  at  Mother  Goose  Studios; 
ceramics  at  Jewish  Guild  for  the  Blind...  does  macrame...  strings  tennis  racquets  as  a  career... 
exhibited  at  Newburgher  Museum,  Purchase  College;  Jewish  Guild  for  the  Blind;  Lincoln 
Center  Art  Museum,  New  York;  1977  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University 
Museum,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped, 
Phila.,  Pa.,  and  Binghamton,  N.  Y....  loves  to  create  beauty  for  the  sighted  to  see  -  by  making 
things  in  clay,  refreshes  memory  of  sight  lost  20  years  ago. 

MC  ALLISTER  C.  UPSHAW,  Detroit,  Michigan...  did  undergraduate  work  at  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity,  Atlanta,  Ga.  and  the  University  of  Georgia;  earned  LL.M.,  J.  D.  (in  law)  and  MSW 
(Social  Work)  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania...  practiced  law  in  Atlanta;  now  is  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the  Greater  Detroit  Society  for  the  Blind...  exhibited  1977  National  Exhibit 
of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for 
the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped,  Phila.,  Pa.;  Wadsworth  Atheneum,  Hartford,  Conn.  ... 
award  winner  in  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind...  uses  creative  activity  for  relaxation, 
a  change  of  pace,  and  for  the  discharge  of  hostility  toward  politicians  and  government 
bureaus. 

ELSIE  S.  VALENTINE,  Drexel  Hill,  Pennsylvania...  studied  practical  nursing  following 
high  school...  also  plays  piano,  makes  dresses...  works  with  felt  tipped  pens,  acrylics,  pastels 
and  water  colors...  art  has  always  been  a  secret  luxury. 

NORA  WESTFALL,*  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  New  York...  received  art  training  from  Rhoda 
Franck,  Burrwood  Day  Center,  Long  Island,  N.Y.  ...  works  in  mosaics,  embroidery  and 
weaving...  exhibited  1970,  Brooklyn  Museum;  two  years  at  Long  Island  Jewish  Geriatrics; 
two  years,  Hicksville  Library;  1977,  Wilkes  Gallery...  received  award  in  Long  Island  Jewish 
Geriatric  Exhibit...  work  is  included  In  private  collections...  finds  in  art,  pure  self  enjoyment. 

WARREN  WILSON,*  Denver,  Colorado...  totally  deaf,  as  well  as  blind...  educated  at  Florida 
School  for  the  Deaf,  Gallaudet  College  and  National  Center  for  Deaf-Blind;  tutored  in 
weaving  by  Bunny  Rubin,  Denver,  Colo....  edits  small  newspaper  for  the  deaf-blind...  does 
power  sewing...  exhibited  in  1977  National  Exhibit  of  Art  by  the  Blind,  University  Museum 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped, 
Phila.,  Pa.;  1978,  Judicial  Building,  Denver,  Colo.;  art  gallery  in  Idaho  Springs,  Colo.; 
Sen.  Haskell's  Denver  office...  piece  given  to  Governor  of  Colorado...  named  Blind  Worker 
of  the  Year,  N.I.B.,  1975,  Puerto  Rico...  uses  colors  of  the  rainbow  for  inspiration;  finds 
that  weaving  gives  peace,  time  to  think. 
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